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A Framework for Thinking about the Future of Japanese Society in
the Face of Declining Birthrates and a Declining Population .
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abstract

In the midst of declining birthrates and a declining population, when promoting the
regeneration of regions and cities and seeking their sustainability, it is first of all necessary,

according to Yoshinori Hiroi, to "select a concept or value" for a "desirable society” based on the
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region; one which "ultimately aims to realize that kind of society" through "policy integration/
comprehensive policy”.

The first step, then, is to envisage a 'desirable’ future society, starting with the question, 'What
are the social conditions in which we now find ourselves?'. Robert and Edward Skidelsky see the
current capitalist society as a 'sufficiently rich and poor society', while Hiroi analyses the future
society to come as a 'post-capitalist’ / 'post-industrial society', which is now in transition to a
'steady-state society' for the third time in human history. The framework of thought in for
conceiving possible future states is examined by introducing the preceptional frameworks of

these two groups.

Keywords : Lifestyle atmosphere, Post-capitalist society, Steady-state society, Sustainable society,

Community revitalization / Rural re-creation
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