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Office location changes in the Tokyo metropolitan area after the 2010s:
Focusing on the suburban core city
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Summary

This study considers changes in office locations in the Tokyo metropolitan area after the
2010s using statistical data. Central Tokyo has suffered from overconcentration for a long time.
Traffic congestion, long-distance commuting, and soaring land prices in the center of Tokyo are
some typical examples. The Japanese government began creating suburban core cities to solve

overconcentration in the mid-1970s. Saitama New City, Makuhari New City, and Yokohama
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Minato Mirai 21 (MM21) area are all representative examples of suburban core cities. As
suburban core cities were constructed, several offices moved from Tokyo central to the suburbs.
However, through an analysis of the number of office workers and the stock of office space, this
study demonstrates which office functions continued to be concentrated in Tokyo central. In
addition, office functions were strongly concentrated in the MM21 area as well as Tokyo central.
We expect to share a roll of the office function which is general affairs, human resources, sales,
information system and so on. Project of MM21 is the delicate of rights relationship of land and
real estate because it took considerable time and effort. Mitsubishi Group promoted the MM21
project, and therefore, numerous enterprises relocated their headquarters and R&D to this area.
We need to understand how to influence office demand and supply in the event that distributed
workplace such as telework becomes more widespread in several occupations due to the

COVID-19 pandemic.

Keywords: Tokyo metropolitan area, suburban core city, distributed workplace, overconcentration,

COVID-19 pandemic
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