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Rethinking of Theory of Peripheral Regions

—Theoretical Range from Research on Mountainous Villages and Ex-Coalmining Regions—
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Summary

The problem of depopulation, which has become prominent since the latter half of the 20th
century, can be generalized as a problem of peripheral spaces which are remote from various
capitals and utilities, rather than simply a problem of population outflow. This article surveys the
definition and distribution of depopulated regions, and examines the basic characteristics of
peripheral regions based on case studies of mountain villages and ex-coal mining regions. In
addition, depopulation and spatial peripheralization are regarded as kinds of regional change,
and the problems of the theoretical consideration are sorted out. Finally, the author discusses the

issues of peripheral regions in the social situation of the new era, “Neosociety”.
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