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A Study on Judicial Precedents concerning High Compensation for
Damage from Bicycle Traffic Accident
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Abstract

This paper aims to examine from a legal theoretical viewpoint the issues presented by
consideration of the recent twelve judicial precedents which awarded high compensation for
damage from a bicycle traffic accident.

Resent years, court decisions awarding such high compensation for bicycle accident causing
human injury or death as normal bicycle users never imagined before are becoming noticeable.

Under the Road Traffic Act in Japan, bicycle meets the definition of “vehicles” as well as
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automobile, but the Automobile Damage Security Law (ADSL) is not applicable to bicycle
accident. Compensation for damage caused by bicycle accident is awarded in accordance with
the provisions of Article 709 of the Civil Code, which provides the grounds for a claim for
compensation for damage caused by general tort. A bicycle user is not strictly liable for damage
resulting from a bicycle accident unlike an automobile driver who caused a car accident and is
not required to take out insurance by the national law.

The author observed the twelve judicial precedents, especially focusing on the theory of
contributory negligence from the viewpoint that the legislative framework applicable to

automobile drivers and owners should apply also to bicycle users.
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