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Summary

The Kiryu City Assembly has been ranked fourth in a reformative ranking for 2019 of all local
assemblies in Japan produced by the Research Institute of Manifesto at Waseda University. Why
did the Kiryu City Assembly focus on ranking? According to media, the voter turnout of the
abrupt fall of the 2011 city assembly election shocked assembly members, who decided to
promote entirely new reformative efforts between members of the local assembly and the
citizens.

Figure 1 presents the results of correspondence analysis of general questions of the members
and demonstrates the following results. Quadrant 1 consists of education, children, and facility.
Quadrant 2 denotes school, care, and population which are liberal policy fields. Quadrant 3
pertains to the mayor and citizens. Lastly, Quadrant 4 refers to question, understanding, and
institution. All plots are scattered due to individual interests.

Furthermore, Figure 3 introduces 12 clusters of all types of reforms such as administrative and
financial, administrative reform policy, education, national university, and work style. However,
city assembly reform is excluded despite careful attention to the issue.

The chairperson, vice-chairperson, special committee members, and most assembly group
members committed to the issue at the time. Kiryu City Assembly reached the top level; however,
they recently lost momentum toward the reform. For this reason, we will keep a close watch on

the reformative trend for a while.

Key words: local assembly, reform, ranking, correspondence analysis, Kiryu City
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