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Abstract

This paper aims to provide an opportunity to take another look at significance
of elementary and secondary school education through the examination of ten
administrative case litigations raised by local residents objecting to consolidation
of elementary and secondary schools from 1962 to 2012.

Recent years Japan is experiencing the declining birthrate and aging society.
Under the circumstances of recent decline in the birthrate, future consolidation of
elementary and secondary schools is generally predicted and might be an
inevitable measure in Japan. But the author wants to give thought to true
educational values which should not be lost.

The author attempts to examine the administration case litigations objecting to
consolidations of elementary and secondary schools from 1962 to today and
discover such educational values that local governments should weigh heavily in
their communities. The author believes the values are the spiritual values unique
to respective local communities, rather than the physical values such as temporal

or spatial convenience in school commuting.
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