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A Study on the Adult Age Lowered to
Eighteen Years Old in the Civil Code of Japan :
Focusing on the Reform Legislation Process

TANIGUCHI Satoshi

Abstract

In 2018, the Civil Code of Japan was revised to lower the adult age, previously
set as 20, to 18. Revision of the law went into effect on the 1st April 2022.
Although the adult age stipulated in the Civil Code has become 18, same as in the
United States and European countries, by the revision, the author recognizes some
problems.

The discussion lowering the adult age in the Civil Code started following
consideration of the lowering of adult age specified on the Appendix 3 of the
National Voting Act which stipulates procedures to amend the Constitution. Since
establishment of the revised Civil Code in 2018, discussion on remedies for 18 or
19 year-old victims of dubious business practices abounds.

The meaning of the recent law revision lowering the adult age in the Civil
Code is thought to create a society that young people play active part as the full
member. The significance is very important, but the author believes that the
significance and benefits for young people should be carefully considered also

before enforcement of the measures.



