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Strategies and Behavioral Patterns of Healthcare Services Capital
- A Consideration under the Pandemic Exacerbated due to Globalization -

ABE Hiroyuki

Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed weakening of the medical care system and
the public health administration in Japan, which should have coped with infectious
diseases or an economic external factor. It is necessary to ascertain whether the
impact of the pandemic is transient or may cause a change in the way of medical
supply-demand in Japan.

This paper makes researches on medical services capital in order to examine the
current and future pictures of Japan's medical supply-demand system. Firstly, as the
premise of the discussion, the paper sees medical practice under the capitalist system
as a medical service product in principle. Secondly, the paper overviews the actual
medical supply-demand system in Japan, which is based on the medical services fee
system and the universal health insurance system. Finally, the paper makes an
elaborate discussion on the strategies and behavioral patterns of the medical services
capital in the current situation that multi-layered by globalization and an economic
external factor of the pandemic, considering the significance that the capital enters the

medical field in the public interest.
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