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Process of the air service agreement between Japan and the
Republic of China
—focusing on official documents in Japan—

Oishi Megumi

Abstract

This paper focuses on how the government of Japan concluded “the Exchange of Notes
between Japan and the Republic of China regarding the Air Services in 1955". After its
defeat in World War I, Japan was occupied by the General Headquarters, Supreme
Commander for the Allied Powers (GHQ), which pursued its occupation principle to
demilitarize and democratize Japan. GHQ prohibited the operation of civil aviation
businesses in Japan based on its principle, which resulted in the lack of national airline
and airplane manufacturers in Japan at the time. As the existence of national airlines
and airplane manufactures symbolized an independent nation, Japan aimed to develop its
aviation industry after restoring its sovereignty and independence. However, Japan faced
three major difficulties: (1) insufficient technologies to manufacture airplanes; (2) small scale
airline companies for domestic and foreign flights; and (3) limited international air routes.
Among these three major difficulties, this paper focuses on the third one, specifically on how
Japan developed its international air routes.

To operate international flights, concerned parties should first agree on aviation policies.
While Japan succeeded in concluding agreements with major countries, such as US, UK and
other western European countries, it failed to advance negotiations with the Republic of

China (ROC) in Taiwan. This paper aims to examine how Japan established its air routes to
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Taiwan based on Japanese government’s official documents which have been recently made

public, while analyzing the initial relationship between Japan and Taiwan after World War IL
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