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Ministries’ Councils and Automobile Industry Promotion Councils
—Verification of Difference between Two Advisory Bodies in
Establishment of the Automobile Industry—

Kato Kenta

Summary

This paper focused on councils of ministries for establishment of the automobile industry
and examined what political measures entrepreneurs and business people called on and
similarities and differences in their requests. The main purpose of the study is to approach
the ideas on competition of entrepreneurs and business people who attempted to advance
into the automobile industry. The analysis showed the following results.

Entrepreneurs and business people gave importance on ensuring the demand for
domestic cars at the council and called on government-led allotment of the demands
rather than encouragement of the use, the procurement and the forced use. However,
it was virtually impossible to force not only private organization but government offices
to use domestic car. Moreover, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry could not make
procurement a potent option for reasons of financial burdens.

On the other hand, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the Army Ministry
of Japan deemed mass production of standard model cars under permission from the
government the most probable measures. However, even if the permission was to be
granted to a single company or to multiple companies, very few entrepreneurs and business
people did not assert adoption of the permit system which may restrict activities of other
companies. Thus, it is important to note that most of entrepreneurs and business people

appeal strongly for the need for competition.



