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A Study on Social Responsibility in Accounting;
Theory of Accounting Postulate and Environmental
Accounting of a new Accounting Field

HASEGAWA Norio

Abstract

Diversification of investors’ information needs has diversified the needs for
accounting information and expects development of studies in a new accounting field.
Traditional accounting has a theory of accounting postulate and clearly specifies the
basic convention to ensure business accounting. Many accounting studies have
respected the basic convention.

In turn, environmental accounting as social responsibility is being discussed due to
diversified information needs and it is considered use of the basic convention is not
always beneficial to ensure business accounting. It is also required to examine
appropriateness of discussion about new accounting field on the ground of social
responsibility.

This paper concludes that it is the primary social responsibility for a company to
survive and that going concern assumption is the very social responsibility. Secondly,
the paper concludes that accounting field based on some social responsibility is
additional because a company can sift through social responsibilities.

Furthermore, the study concludes that it is necessary to specify basic postulate to
establish a new accounting field when a new accounting field is discussed, which
means that the discussion is based on basic postulate to ensure business accounting or
theory of accounting postulate and that a researcher who uses a different basic

postulate needs to specify so to fulfill his/her social responsibility as researcher.
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