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Visualizing Policy Concerns of Parliamentary Groups at a Local
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Using Text-mining Approach with Self-Organizing Map
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Abstract

Local assemblies, but not small town and village assemblies, generally introduce a
parliamentary group system. The system helps facilitate assembly meetings. However, it is
uncertain whether the groups are policy based groups or personal link-ups for post allocation.

This paper aims to visualize policy concerns of individual parliamentary groups of the Takasaki
City Assembly using text-mining approach with the Self-Organizing Map (SOM).

The results showed the following policy concerns; (1) policy concerns of the major
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conservative group are comprehensive, but development-oriented, (2) organized party groups
are concerned with policies on care and assistance for socially vulnerable people and (3) liberal
and labor union-based groups are concerned with policies on employment and gender equality.

The author will look into these results further through analysis of other municipality cases.
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