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Development and characteristics of a municipal electricity utility in
Japan before World War I

Toshiaki NISHINO

Summary

The number of electric supply organizations of Japan was 850 in 1932, among those, the
organization that the local government had managed was 115.The electric supply business had
been managed in nine cities before World War II. The names of the city were Kyoto, Sakata,
Tokyo, Shizuoka, Sendai, Kobe, Kanazawa, Osaka and Miyakonojo. Why did these cities establish
the electric supply organization?

The system of finance of the local government in Japan before World War II was insufficient
for maintenance of infrastructure. Therefore, these cities had to acquire original fiscal resources
for maintenance of infrastructure. The one method was an electric supply and management of
tram by the municipality for citizens. As a result, the finance of local government was steady by
the business profit and the city demonstrated individuality. However, the character of city was

lost by rush into World War IL
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