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Development of the Shogunal Demesne in Kai Province
and Formation of the Encampment
— Focusing on the Yamura and Kofu Encampment —

Atsuo NISHIZAWA

Summary

This paper aims to discuss the characteristics of the Shogunate demesne in Kai Province in
terms of formation and development as well as formation and organization of the Kofu
encampment, and the characteristics of the Yamura encampment in terms of style change and
the local governor assuming the position.

The knowledge about formation of the Kofu encampment has been limited to the location
and the size provided by the “Kaikokushi”. This paper specificcally shows selection and forming
process of encampment, salaries and divided duties of low-level officials. As for the Yamura
encampment, the Shogunal demesne developed in its own way and the Yamura encampment was
formed since the forced relocation of the feudal load, Akimoto. The Yamura encampment was not
designated as lodging for feudal loads but was the satellite encampment for the local governors
of the Kanto, Izu and Kai provinces. It was since the Kansei period (after 1789) that the
encampment was governed by the Isawa governor. The encampment was known as an demain of
judiciary and police and abolishment of the encampment and transfer of the functions to the
Isawa demain was planned by the then Isawa governor, Toyomasa Mino. due to a lot of
prosecution. The paper shows, however, that the reason was an excuse and a true purpose was
to reduce unnecessary expense in the midst of the Shogunal financial crisis when the Shogunal

demsne was entrusted to feudal loads or was subject to merger and abolition.

Keywords : local governor, the Shogunal demesne, Kofu encampment, Yamura encampment
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