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Abstract

This paper aims to examine how the actual judicial precedents interpreted the phrase,
“disposition inter vivos or any other juristic act” in section 1023(2) Civil Code Japan.

Even if once a will be made, the testator is admitted to be able to revoke it later during his/
her life (section 1022 Civil Code Japan). And the section 1023(1) provide that, if the prior will
inconsistent with the subsequent will, the prior will shall be revoked by the subsequent one
in respect of in which they are inconsistent. More interestingly, the section 1023(2) provides
that “The provisions of preceding paragraph shall apply with the necessary modifications
in cases where a will is inconsistent with a disposition inter vivos or any other juristic act
effected subsequently to the will".

The will is a strict formal juristic act. So, it would be able to get wide understanding that the
section is providing that the prior will could be revoked by the subsequent will. In turn, the
section 1023(2) could be interpreted that, “a will” could be revoked by “any other juristic act”
including contract, even though a will is such a strict juristic act.

By the reason of that, the author want to clarify the concept of “a disposition inter vivos or
any other juristic act” in the section 1023(2) on the judicial precedents though the observation

of eleven judicial precedents.
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