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Abstract

In Japan, a large majority of municipalities across the nation have made the comprehensive
plan since amendment of the Local Autonomy Act in 1969. While the basic concept is required

to demonstrate the basic guideline and value of regional policies, the basic plan and the action
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plan are required to have the function as an administrative tool to manage the municipal policies
in conjunction with local government evaluation and budgeting.

And then, mandatory formulation of the basic concept was abolished due to the partial
amendment of the Local Autonomy Act in 2011. As the result, a decision whether or not to
formulate the basic concept is left to each municipality, which is the great opportunity to
question the significance and functions of the comprehensive plan including the basic concept.

The “nationwide municipal survey on the comprehensive plan and administrative
management” was conducted during the period from October to November, 2012 based on such
problem recognition, to demonstrate the structure and functions of the comprehensive plan.

The purpose of this paper is to show the whole picture of the survey results. The paper
introduces the survey results regarding the system structure of the comprehensive plan, the
relationship between the comprehensive plan and the local government evaluation, the
relationship between the comprehensive plan and the budgeting, and the future strategies for
formulation of the comprehensive plan after abolishment of mandatory formulation of the basic

concept.
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