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A Study on Younger Buyers’ Purchase of Detached Houses :
A Case in a Suburb of Takasaki City
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Summary

This study aims to examine the background purchasers of detached houses are growing

younger based on statistics and a questionnaire survey conducted in a suburb of Takasaki City.
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Home purchase is generally assumed to be the target of the life course. Home acquisition is
considered as the consequence the baby-boomer generation enjoyed seniority system, permanent
employment and generous social security system. In turn, the baby-boomer juniors were forced
to go off a steady life course due to employment control since the bubble economy burst and it
has become difficult for them to afford asset building and house acquisition. However, the recent
survey shows the detached house buyers are growing younger. In the 2010s, many younger
buyers began to acquire detached houses in urban suburbs. It is considered to be attributable to
1) supply of small size detached houses by low-cost home builders, 2) reduction of the home
acquisition tax and implementation of the low-interest-rate policy, 3) stable household income
due to increased two-paycheck marriage and 4) development of a strong mutual aid relationship
between parents and children living closer. For future discussion and subsequent development,

further empirical analysis is needed.

Key words: aging society with fewer children, detached houses, younger households,

suburban areas, home acquisition
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