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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
The Nobel Prize in Literature and Japan, Toyohiko Kagawa,
the First Japanese Nominee (1)
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Summary

The first Japanese nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize after World War II was a Christian
minister, welfare worker and author, Toyohiko Kagawa. He was nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize four times in 1954, 1955, 1956 and 1960. Before then, he was nominated also for the
Nobel Literature Prize twice in 1947 and 1948. Who nominated Kagawa and why? This paper
reveals the process based on the materials of the Swedish Academy which is responsible for
selection of the Nobel Literature Prize.

He was nominated by Knut B. Westman, professor of Uppsala University in 1947 and by
Seven Hedin, geographer, explorer and Swedish Academy member in 1948 respectively.

However, the Swedish Academy did not select Kagawa as the laureate in both years and he
was dropped when the nominees were narrowed down. Nevertheless, it is true that the report on
Kagawa was prepared and his positive writing endeavour based on the activities as welfare
worker was subject to selection. His nomination is regarded as one of episodes showing his
various activities. Since he was nominated by two Swedish and he was not a potential nominee at
selection of the Swedish Academy, few people other than the Swedish Academy members knew

for a long time the fact that he was the Nobel Literature Prize nominee.
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