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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:

The Nobel Prize in Literature and Japan, the Nomination and Selection of Junichiro
Tanizaki 1958-1965
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Summary

This paper looks at the nomination and selection of Junichiro Tanizaki, a Japanese candidate
for the Nobel Prize in Literature. Tanizaki was nominated seven times during the period from
1958 to 1965. The author wonders who and for what reason nominated Tanizaki as a candidate
for the Nobel Prize in Literature, and how he was evaluated by the Swedish Academy responsible
for choosing the Nobel Laureates in Literature.

Yasunari Kawabata became the first Japanese Nobel Laureate in Literature in 1968.

Now, the 1968 historical papers of the Swedish Academy are open to the public and the
screening process of Kawabata as the Nobel laureates has gradually become clear. We should
note the selections of not only Kawabata but also other Japanese candidates in about ten years
since 1958. Tanizaki passed away in 1965, but before that, he was positioned as a leading
candidate in the selection. Kawabata became a leading candidate after Tanizaki's death. It seems
because the writings of Tanizaki, Kawabata and Yukio Mishima were translated one after another
into German, English, French, and Swedish since the middle of 1950s. The Swedish Academy
accumulated information and gained a better understanding about Japanese literature thanks to
those translated works and the advice from American scholars who translated their writings.
How did the Swedish Academy view Tanizaki's writings when they started adopting a serious
stance on nomination of Japanese writers?
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