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Attempts to Teach Critical Reading in the First Year
Education:
A Quest for Teaching of Critical Reading Needed for the
Society of Al

KAWAHASHI Ikuko

Summary

This paper has two purposes; the first one is to overview the evolution of artificial
intelligence (AI) to identify the abilities required in the Al society, and the second one
is to analyze the current teaching situation of critical reading at university and clarify
the effects and issues.

Critical reading of sentences is required due to the spread of AIL. In recent years,
not only advanced education but even primary education has increasingly introduced
the class to cultivate the critical reading ability. “Japanese literacy”, one of the
compulsory courses for the first year students of the Faculty of Economics, Takasaki
City University of Economics, is one of such efforts. In the class, students are trained
basic patterns of logical sentences over and over. Our analysis showed such teaching
style improved the students’ abilities to figure out sentence construction and
understand the main thesis. On the other hand, we found many comments merely
repeating the author’'s opinions in the students’ papers discussing the points and only
30% of the answers examined and criticized the author’s logic. It may be the basic
patterns taught in the class are only the setting of formal relationships between

paragraphs and not enough to interpret arguments in those paragraphs.
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