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Understanding of Regional Differences in Winter Climate:
Training of Observation Skills and Analytical Ability
through Geographical Photograph Materials Developed
for Improvement of Classroom Practice, Focusing on Rail
Movement from Niigata to Takasaki

Nakamaki Takashi

Summary

In this paper, focusing on rail travel between Niigata City and Takasaki City for the
purpose of giving students an understanding of regional differences in winter climate
using geographical photographs, the author examines development of geographical
education materials and classroom practices in Takasaki City University of Economics
(TCUE) .

The author boarded the local train line from Niigata City to Takasaki City on
January 30, 2017 and took all day geographical photographs characteristic of regional
winter climate on the move through the train window and at stopover stations and
their surroundings with some remarks through the observation. There was no
snowfall on the shooting day, but the geographical photographs were indeed able to
show differences in snow depth and weather. Therefore, the author found that
classroom practices using geographical photographs would produce beneficial learning
effects.

The author showed the said photographs in the physiographic class (December 19,
2018) and made students check the shooting locations on the map before explaining
the lesson contents. As expected, this process brought about high learning effects.
This is evident from the questionnaire survey that approximately 90% of the students
said both geographical photographs and map checking helped them to understand

regional differences in winter climate.
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