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Laura Ingalls Wilder and Rural Education:
Comparison of Her Articles for the Missouri Ruralist with
Liberty Hyde Bailey’s ldeology of
the Country-Life Movement

Takano Hiroko

Summary

Laura Ingalls Wilder is the author of the Little House books. Before she published
the series, she wrote articles for the farm paper, the Missour:i Ruralist, for about 13
years. Her articles included some language connected with the extension works, which
were the applications of scientific research and knowledge to agricultural practices
through farmer education including the home life improvement in rural communities.
She not only wrote articles for the farm paper but also helped the community as
secretary-treasurer at the Mansfield Farm Loan Association, and organized clubs for
the farm women. All these activities were connected with the extension works. The
extension works were established by Liberty Hyde Bailey who was a professor of
Cornell University and they were based on the ideas of the Country-Life Movement.
When we read Wilder's articles from the Missour: Ruralist, we notice that she had
the same ideology as Bailey. Both of them worked hard for the betterment of country
life, and they both thought that rural education was the key to achieve it.





