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Local Assembly Reforms in Japan:
Four Ideal Types in terms of Number of Seats and Salaries
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Summary

Local chief executives have been politically superior to local assemblies in basic
municipalities in postwar Japan, and efforts for local assembly reforms are underway to eliminate
the imbalance. In turn, the shortage of applicants for local assembly member has recently posed
a serious issue for small local governments. Based on this background, a study group of The

Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications presented two ideal types of applicants to small
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local governments: “intensive professional type” and “multiple participation type.”

Assuming that this shortage of applicants will become obvious as a common issue for all
local governments, this paper categorizes the current municipal assemblies into four major
groups based on “number of seats” and “salary” of local assembly members, which define the
assembly image. The analysis results show the stark contrast between cities and villages
regarding the levels of our variables.

We will concretely examine the future local assembly system in relationship to the current

reform level.

Key words: dual representation system, local assembly, local assembly reform, number of local

assembly members, salary of local assembly members
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