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Could Parliamentary Groups of Local Assemblies in Japan be Policy-
oriented? :A Pilot Study Using Text-mining Approach
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Summary

It is often said that political parties are not necessary for local autonomy in Japan. Although it's

not known exactly why, it might reflect the current situation which Single Non-Transferable Vote,
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SNTV is used in many election systems and the criteria to elect a local assembly member is not
due to his/her political party or policies. The results of the pilot study showed some identified
policy interests of each parliamentary group. For example, while the conservative major
parliamentary group has extensive policy concerns, organized parties pose direct questions
directly affecting citizens to the local government. We continue the study by adding another

period and local assembly without loss of generality.
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