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Abstract

Nowadays, Japan is a super aging society. Today's Japanese society called as “indifferent

society” causes isolation of aged people and less connections between people. In such a society,
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various laws and legal theories are necessary to realize the will of the deceased. Traditionally,
Japan had the will system and the will of the deceased were mostly realized. But the needs of
aged people get diversified and the existing legal system of the wills is not always sufficient.

In 1992, the Supreme Court in Japan gave a decision recognizing the mandate of affaires after
death of the mandatory, which allows realization of the will of the deceased based on the “theory
of contract law”. However, some theorists criticize this contract theory as circumvention of the
will system.

Under these circumstances, the Social Welfare Council in Fukuoka City is providing aged
people with the practical service of the “affairs after death” based on the “mandate of affaire after
death of mandator”. And no legal trouble has been reported since starting of this service. The
success of the advanced efforts at practical level by the Social Welfare Council in Fukuoka City
may cause a stir in academic researches of the legal theory.

In this study, the author marshals and examines the results of the hearing survey to the Social

Welfare Council in Fukuoka City.
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