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Capitalism and Medical Service

Hiroyuki Abe

Since prehistoric times, mankind has been forced to fight sickness. And medical
practice has historically existed as an indispensable part for the survival of the society.
In a capitalist society, medical practices are also subject to commodity trading, and
they are sold as service goods called medical services.

Medical services are designed primarily to eliminate negative factors for humans
such as illness and injury. Medical services are a service commodity needed for total
capital to protect workforce essential for continuation of capitalistic production,
although they are “unproductive cost” desirable to avoid where possible.

How does capital treat and pay for medical services for repairs of labor power
commodity? There is a conflict between the rationality of individual capital and the
rationality of total capital. Consequently, national interventions, such as health
insurance systems, could be implemented for the purchase and sale of medical
services.

Capital, on the other hand, penetrates all production sectors for profit-seeking
purposes, and medical services are no exception. Healthcare becomes the point of
capital investment, and commodified medical services become the means of earning
profits.

Modern capitalism is at a stage called globalization, where the collapse of the Soviet
Union is one of the ground-breaking events. It is necessary to focus on the effects of
the globalization also on the medical service.

Finally, we need to look at the medical impacts on medical services. Individual
information including genetic information, medical history, and life patterns, are also
computerized, and start being subject to trade as commodities.

The relationship between capitalism and medical services requires continuous

consideration.
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