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Abstract

Japan has advocated and practiced co-production in the fields of regional policies and local
development since 1990s. The phrases such as “local development through co-production with
citizens” and “co-production between the government and NPOs” are frequently seen in municipal
plans or administrative documents. However the reality of “co-production” may be, the term
seems over-used.

Co-production is no longer just a principle to be discussed and the proposal systems of

public-private partnership projects, which are one of the measures embodying co-production
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between local governments and NPOs, have spread rapidly in recent 10 years.

This paper aims to demonstrate the reality and challenges of the proposal systems of public-
private partnership projects based on data of the “national survey of local governments on the
proposal systems of public-private partnership projects” carried out between September and
October 2012. The purpose of this paper is to make the first summary report of the survey
results and introduce the analysis from various aspects including outlines, operation process,

financial resources, budget preparation, impact, challenges and improvement plans.
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