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Application of Mandate of Affairs after Death by Public Body :
A Study on Efforts by the Social Welfare Council in Adachi Ward
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Abstract

Japan is a super aging society and isolation of elderly people as typified by the words
‘indifferent society’, society in which individuals are isolated and have weak personal links
between each other, and ‘solitary death’, elderly people dying with no one around has become
social phenomena. Such society needs measures and policies for smooth processing of various

affairs after death. Although Japan has the will system until now, only a few people use the
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system. The “Mandate of Affairs after Death” is a useful tool in practice to carry out the living
will of a deceased person and facilitate processing of the affairs after death, which is a contract
allowing a mandatary to undertake various affairs after the death of a mandator based on an
agreement with the mandator in life.

The Supreme Court of Japan made the judgment in 1992 admitting the mandate of affairs
after death, which is, however, criticized by some theories as circumvention of the will system.

The Social Welfare Council in Adachi Ward, Tokyo takes the project including the “Mandate of
Affairs after Death” as the services for the aged people. This paper shows the results of the
detailed investigation of the project by the Adachi Social Welfare Council and examines the

problems to provide the suggestions to the legal theory of mandate of affairs after death.
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