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An Empirical Study on the Transition Period of Core Cities and
Special Cities in the Kansai Area
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Summary

The city system is classified by rating and by associated administration authority. Individual
subdivisions have a time-series upgrading mechanism with government-ordinance-designated
cities at the top. The Government used this system in measures promoting the merger at the
Great Merger of the Heisei Era. In turn, this system was regarded in the Second Decentralization

Reform as the institutional framework to improve decentralization in terms of improvement of
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the autonomy of citizens. These amendments in policies have made the nature of the system
opaque. In addition, universal transition of administration authority increasingly compromises
the differentiation of the city system. Based on the problem recognition, this paper discuss the
necessity to understand the reality of transfer in a chronological manner and suggest the analysis
frame (transition-time lag) ' .

This paper attempted an empirical discussion using this index in nineteen cities satisfying
population requirements for core cities and special cities in the Kansai area. As the result, the
paper indicated that the Kansai area was more active in transition of the system than the Tokyo

metropolitan area.

Keywords : City system, core city, special city, transition-time lag
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