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Summary

This paper grasped the status of geography and history programs selected in high school by
prefecture and the regional trend to geographically analyze and examine the factors causing
regional differences in the selection ratio of geography programs. The study showed large
regional gaps in the percentage of geography selected in high school, the highest of 97% in
Kagoshima Prefecture and the lowest of only 34% in Aichi Prefecture. In addition, the

multivariate analysis of the association with regional characteristics which may affect the
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selection ratio of geography programs showed that high schools in the higher education-minded
regions were generally less prone to selection of geography programs. It is inferred that selection
of geography programs is less attributable to the enthusiasm of those involved in geography
education, but reflects the region’s educational climate. The study suggests that creation of the
educational climate which values various learnings and the institutional framework to support
the creation, as well as the enthusiasm of individual teachers, are necessary to promote

geography education.
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