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A Study on the Efforts to Protect Nature and Landscape

of Upmarket Resort Towns:
The Case of Martha’s Vineyard Island for Reference of Future Karuizawa

Mami Hiraike OKAWARA
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Summary

This papers discusses an America’s superb resort island, Martha's Vineyard Island, which is
comparable to Japan's upmarket resort town Karuizawa. Martha's Vineyard Island was
challenged by developments with dozens of subdivisions and 700 new houses each year in the
early 1970s. The Islanders realized that conservation of nature would enhance the value of
Martha'’s Vineyard, which would then grow strong economy to the Island. To give strong local

control over development, a regional land and water entity named Martha's Vineyard
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Commission was created in 1974. The work of the Commission has been very effective in
keeping the Island environment unchanged. The paper describes the organization of the

Commission and gives suggestions for the conservation of nature in Karuizawa.
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[ appreciate the feedback offered by Paul H. Foley, AICP, DRI Coordinator/Planner at Martha’s Vineyard Commission.
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