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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
The Nobel Prize in Literature and Japan, an Introductory Study
of the Japanese Candidates for the Nobel Prize from 1958 to 1967 (1)
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Summary

This paper aims to clarify both the circumstances of Japanese candidates nominated for the
Nobel Prize in Literature and the circumstances of the translated version of their works during
the period from 1958 to 1967, with a focus on the historical relation of the Nobel Prize with
Japan, after examining the perspectives on the studies of the Nobel Prize in Literature and the
previous research trends. This effort is to prepare for a clarification of the process of winning the
first Nobel Prize in Literature by Yasunari Kawabata in 1968 from a historical perspective.

According to the references for nomination up to 1967 which is presently disclosed by the
Swedish Academy, the Japanese candidates for the Nobel Prize in Literature were Toyohiko
Kagawa (nominated years: 1947, 1948), Junichiro Tanizaki (1958, 1960-1965), Junzaburo
Nishiwaki (1958, 1960-1967) and Yukio Mishima (1963-1965, 1967) in addition to Yasunari
Kawabata (1961-1967). Before discussing the award by Kawabata in 1968, we need to give our
attention to the selections for Kawabata, Tanizaki, Nishiwaki and Mishima for ten years after
1958. Importantly, Kawabata, Tanizaki and Mishima were sometimes strong candidates after
1960.

The major works of these three candidates were vigorously translated into English, German
and French since the mid-1950s. In addition, they were translated into Swedish based on the
English or German version, and published. It is considered the Swedish Academy used the
translated works for selection. The translators into English, Edward G. Seidensticker, Donald
Keene and Howard Hibbett were definitely played an important role in the selection.

Keywords: The Nobel Prize in Literature, the Swedish Academy, Yasunari Kawabata, Junichiro
Tanizaki, Yukio Mishima, Junzaburo Nishiwaki, Edward G. Seidensticker, Donald Keene, Howard
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