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A Discussion toward Instruction on “Easy Japanese”
—Based on the Survey of Japanese Students—
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Abstract
As multilingualization and multiculturalization advance in Japanese society, native speakers of

Japanese are required to acquire the skill expressing in Easy Japanese according to Japanese

language proficiency level of non-native speakers. In this study, a survey was conducted on
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Japanese students to make clear about their recognition of difficult Japanese expressions and
how to adjust them; they read sentences of conversation between a native Japanese speaker and
a non-native speaker, underlined the utterances which they thought difficult for non-native
speakers to understand, and rewrote them into Easy Japanese. The results showed that Japanese
students were not aware of the difficulty of Japanese non-native speakers think and could not
rewrite to Easy Japanese even though they understand the difficulty. And it also showed that
some of Easy Japanese rewritten by the students were difficult for non-native speakers and
inappropriately rewritten Japanese were related to (1) vocabulary, (2) form, (3) sentence
structure, (4) question, and (5) expression at the end of a sentence. This paper discussed how to

give instructions to Japanese students on “Easy Japanese” based on the said survey results.
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