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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the funeral rites of the Pakistani
Muslim community in Japan, focusing on variation in the rites and selection of
burial ground. Islamic funeral rites are prescribed by the Islamic law and consist
of four processes: ghusl (ceremonial body washing), kafan (shroud), namaz-e
janaza (prayer for funeral), and dafan (burial). This paper examines, firstly,
changes in the rituals in certain circumstance of the Pakistani Muslim community
in Japan, and secondly, the background to decide on a burial place in Japan or
in Pakistan.

Regarding changes in the rituals, there are reports that in European
immigrant communities, migration causes contextual changes in the rituals and
absence of a person responsible for rituals resulting in reduction and “attrition” of
the rite of passage, and that migration leads to transnational ritual practices, which
increases the number of rituals through the creative process or causes “creolization”
of the rituals. This paper will show that there are some changes peculiar to
Japan.

Regarding the burial place, while Pakistani residents in Japan often sent the
deceased body by air to Pakistan to bury in his/her homeland in the past, the
number of the cases to bury the body in Japan has increased in recent years.

What are the circumstances and backgrounds behind the decisions on choosing
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burial sites? This paper will look at trends in mosques, funeral directors and

cemeteries to explore this question.
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