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Continuity of a Landmark and the Prerequisites
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Summary

A landmark is one of elements constituting landscape and scenery in a geographical space,
and it provides support for human activities, serves as a symbol of the regional community and
has various characteristics. Its symbolic nature, symbolism, locality, visibility and?perceptibility
often interact with each other and enhance people’s recognition. In other words, a landmark
forms an image of open space or original scenery and represents regional identity. And a
landmark has colors and shapes with some specific meaning.

A physical landmark without any more reason to exist, which lost the raison d'etre?due to
changes in time background and technology and degraded with age, often disappears. In this
sense, no everlasting landmark can exist. However, some landmarks with a scenic value and
regional identity continue to exist and can maintain their forms. For example, a castle used to be
a symbol of the feudal system and has already lost its original functions, but it is often regarded
as a symbol of a region or a city even in the present day. Many towers with some meaning, and
architectural structures and building symbolizing the era are rebuilt with the original images
maintained.

This paper attempted to demonstrate various conditions required to continue a landmark
and analyze the requirements. The study result showed that a landmark which attained a scenic
value or regional identity was more likely to continue to exist, backed by some landscape

policies, legal conservation plans and/or public opinions.
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