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Regional Development through a Fusion of Agriculture and Tourism
Efforts in Kawaba Village, Tone County in Gunma Prefecture
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Summary

A lot of local areas in Japan are facing serious deterioration due to depopulation, reflecting
acceleration of demographic aging. The regional deterioration has caused various problems in
those depopulated areas where the key industries had been agriculture, forestry, and fishing.
Regional development is an urgent issue for all regional areas including the areas suffering from
depopulation. In such circumstances, the potential for regional development through tourism is
drawing attention.

This paper focuses on Kawaba Village, Tone County, Gunma Prefecture to examine the
policies to materialize regional development through a fusion of regional industries and tourism.
Kawaba Village is an agricultural area and has developed its own policies at an early time with a
view of “agriculture combined with tourism’. This area is known throughout the country for the
success of a roadside station “Kawaba Denen Plaza”.

Kawaba Village is advancing the following efforts; (1) creation of high-value added local
industries utilizing agricultural resources, (2) interregional collaboration making use of individual
characteristics, (3) recognition of agricultural and other regional resources as beneficial tourism
resources. In addition, the village enjoys the effects of various collaborative efforts interacting in
regional development. The efforts of Kawaba Village to develop the areas give the regions with

similar problems important suggestions for mapping out the regional development policies.

Key Word: development policies of local area, agriculture combined with tourism, interregional
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