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New Developments in the Life Insurance Industry
Regarding Post-mortem Mandates
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This paper aims to summarize and examine the results of a survey on life insurance
products that cover the expenses required for funeral services, a major part of post-mortem
mandate contracts.

Japan has become a super-aged society. Because social situations in which the elderly
become isolated have also arisen, it is necessary to prepare various systems for realizing the
will of the deceased. There has long been a system of wills under the Civil Code of Japan.
However, not all the wishes of the deceased can be fulfilled through a will. Therefore, the
significance and necessity of post-mortem mandate contracts are increasing. A post-mortem
mandate contract (mandatum post mortem) is the legal theory by which a mandatary realizes
the matters entrusted to him or her after the death of the mandator. Ever since the Supreme
Court of Japan ruled in 1992 to recognize post-mortem mandate contracts, there has been an
active debate in academic circles.

In legal practice, the use of post-mortem mandate contracts is increasing. They are used by
lawyers and judicial scriveners, as well as by local governments and public organizations. One
of the biggest problems with such post-mortem mandate contracts is how to secure the funds
necessary to execute the contract.

Recently, life insurance products have been developed to cover the cost of funeral services,
which are a major part of post-mortem mandates. These products are attracting a great deal
of attention because they meet the needs of our current era. The author conducted an online

survey on such life insurance products, and then summarized and examined its results.
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