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Referendums in the European Integration Process:
A Case Study Focusing on the Nordic Countries
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Summary

The paper aims to examine referendums held in the Nordic countries in the process of the
European integration and discuss from a historical perspective what special meaning the
referendums have in the European integration.

Firstly, the author overviews how referendums on the European integration (conventionally,
EU referendum) were held and clarifies the characteristics. The referendum on EU withdrawal,
which was held in Britain in June 2016, showed that a referendum had a great impact on the
European integration. Triggered by this referendum, a referendum attracted worldwide attention.
However, the referendum on Brexit is not the first that had a negative impact on the progress of
the European integration. For example, referendums demonstrated a strong presence at the time
of the ratification of the Maastricht Treaty during the period from 1992 to 1993 and the
ratification of the European Constitution Treaty in 2005, which caused the progress of the
European integration to lose momentum. The author already confirmed more than sixty EU
referendums in European countries so far and thinks it would be meaningful to know the overall
trend of EU referendums and to examine the issues which have been clarified through the review.

Secondly, the paper focuses on EU referendums held in the Nordic countries (Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden) and examines the characteristics in details. Since the
Nordic countries have different referendum systems, the stance to the EU referendum varies
depending on the country. While Demark frequently holds the EU referendum, some European
countries exercise restraint in holding the referendum. The cases in the Nordic countries will give
us good examples to see how EU referendum is held and what problems are created in countries
with well-functioning parliamentary democracy. The paper covers Denmark in more details,

where the EU referendum has been held the most times in the Nordic countries.

Key words: European integration, EU, referendum, Nordic countries, Denmark
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