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Summary

This paper suggests the multiplicity of an appropriate technology; the development of
certain appropriate technology for a particular purpose comprises a multitude of variations
and reflects the nature of users’ modifications. This paper focuses on the case of the improved
cooking stove in postwar Japan and analyzes a report produced by Gunma Prefecture. The
report showed 46 types of improved cooking stoves across the country. Most of the variations
of improved cooking stoves were modified by ordinary people and not technological experts.
Characteristics of variations that users enumerated were categorized into “convenience,”
“economic aspect,” “sanitary aspect,” “taste,” and “visual.” Users introduced modifications
of cooking stoves from the viewpoint of not only function but also subjective evaluation.
The perspective of appropriate technology, which involves users’ technological practice in
pursuit of “appropriateness” as adopted in this paper, has important implications for technical
assistance in developing countries. Advocates of technical assistance should consider
holistically functional aspects of the technology that can be easy to understand objectively as

well as subjective user evaluations during such processes.
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