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Monument for Earthquake Disaster and Public Memories.
—On the“Grande Cretto” of Alberto Burri—

Nobuhiro SHITHARA
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Abstract

The 1968 Belice Earthquake in Sicily caused catastrophic damage to two comunes of
Gibellina and Poggioreale. Both communes abandoned their old urban area and built new town
on another new place. Especially, the mayor of Gibellina took the initiative to make new town by

using contemporary arts. In this process, famous contemporary artist Alberto Burri was invited,
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and made the old urban area reborn as artwork called “Grande Cretto’”.

This artwork covering the whole old urban areas of Gibellina by concrete has a character of
Index in the semiotic theory by C.S. Peirce, which recall tactile sense and materiality than visual
sense. In fact, we will find difficulty keeping balance on a steep slope in this artwork and feel the
primitive body awareness. Then, the vivid memory of “shaking earth” will be brought back. Such
a memory is quite a contrast to the memory of old Poggioreale where the urban areas are left as

ruins.
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